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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, BE 

SUBJECT: LABOR REACTS TO EGMONT PLAN 

REP: BRUSSELS 1616 

SUMMARY: BELGIAN LABOR BEGAN TODAY A SERIES OF ROLLING STRIKES IN 
PROTEST AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT'S MILDLY BELT-TIGHTENING EGMONT PLAN. 
FAIRLY SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR OPENING STATE, THE STRIKES ARE WORRYING 
THE GOVERNMENT. THE TINDEMANS CABINET IS CONSIDERING SOME FORM OF 
PARTIAL BACKDOWN. BUT THE HOUR MAY BE LATE, SINCE NATIONAL TRADE 
UNION LEADERS APPEAR TO HAVE ONLY SHAKY CONTROL OVER RANK-AND-PILE- 
PARTICULARLY IN WALLONIA. END SUMMARY. 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . IN REACTION TO THE EGMONT PLAN (REFTEL) A MONTH-LONG SERIES OF 

"SRI ,F.CTIVF."STRTKF,S GOT UNDERWAY TODAY IN HAINAUT AND WEST FLANDERS. 
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PARALLELING THESE ACTIONS, RAIL AND PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS STAGED A 
NATIONWIDE 24-HOUR WALKOUT FEBRUARY 24-25. OTHER ACTIONS TODAY 
INCLUDED WORK STOPPAGES AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN BRUSSELS, ANTWERP, 
NAMUR AND LIEGE. 

2. THE FOREOGIN ACTIONS, CARRIED OUT BY THE COMMON FRONT OF 
CHRISTIAN (CSC) AND SOCIALIST (FGTB) TRADE UNIONS, WERE, ACCORDING 
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TO FIRST REPORTS, MODERATELY SUCCESSEUL. THE 24-HOUR NATIONWIDE 
RAIL STRIKE IS 100 PERCENT EEEECTIVE. IN WEST ELANDERS TARGET 
FIRMS IN THE TEXTILE AND METAL SECTORS WERE COMPLETELY SHUT DOWN. 

IN HAINAUT 80-90 PERCENT OE TEACHERS AND CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS 
STAYED HOME. IN ANTWERP ONLY 30-35 PERCENT OE CIVIL SERVANTS WERE 
OUT. IN BRUSSELS 10,000 STRIKING RAIL AND PUBLIC SERVICE WORKERS 
STAGED A DOWNTOWN RALLY AND AN UNEVENTEUL DEMONSTRATION MARCH. 
NAMUR WAS LITTLE AEFECTED BY WALKOUTS, BUT THE BIG INDUSTRIAL 
CENTER, LIEGE, WAS WELL SHUT DOWN EOR SEVERAL HOURS. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. COMMENT: A STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER TINDEMANS FEBRUARY 19 
CHARACTERIZING THE PLANNED ACTIONS "POLITICAL STRIKES ' APPEARS 
TO HAVE FUELED THE MILITANCY OE LABOR'S RANK-AND-FILE WITH CSC 
UNIONS IN WALLONIA IN A PARTICULARLY REBELLIOUS MOOD-TO THE 
DISCOMFITURE OF CSC'S PRO-GOVERNMENT NATIONAL LEADERSHIP. THERE 
ARE SIGNS THAT THE CABINET MAY BE HEADING OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN 
ANDRE COOLS' ADVICE TO RETREAT EROM AN OUTRIGHT CONERONTATION 
WITH LABOR. TODAY'S CABINET MEETING MAY IN EACT BE A "MINE-EGMONT," 
SOFTENING SOME OE THE AUSTERITY MEASURES APPROVED ONLY TWO WEEKS 
AGO. THE SCHEDULED TAX RISE ON TOBACCO PRODUCTS IS RUMORED TO BE UP 
EOR RESCISSION. RENNER 
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